NEST Technical Note TN-017, December 2000

Nuisance Black Bears
and What to do With Them
by L.J. Landriault, M.E. Obbard and W.J. Rettie
Black bears are common in parts of Ontario and this
invariably leads to interaction with humans, particularly
when the animals grow accustomed to finding food in
populated areas, around cottages and homes.
This technical note provides valuable information for provincial
and local police forces, bear control agents, and municipalities in
planning for and dealing with black bears that have become a
nuisance to the public. We begin by providing background
information on bear ecology and behaviour, and then
discuss the methods currently available for
solving nuisance bear problems. The note
concludes with a discussion of the role of
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
(MNR) and the legislation and policies
that apply to nuisance bear management
in Ontario. A laminated insert is
included as a quick reference for
some of the key information.

Black Bear Ecology
Description
Black bears are
large, heavily boned
mammals. Adult males
weigh from 120 kg to
300 kg (250 to 650 lbs.),
and are 130 to 190 cm
(4 to 6 feet) in length from the
tip of the nose to the tip of the tail.
Adult females are smaller, weighing
from 45 to 180 kg (100 to 400 lbs.) and
measuring 110 to 170 cm (31/2 to 51/2 feet) in
length. Adult females reach maximum height and
length at about five years of age. Adult males reach their maximum
height and length when they are seven or eight years old.
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Body weights of adult bears vary dramatically throughout the year, and
from one year to the next, depending on food availability. In Ontario,
adult bears lose weight from the time they enter the den in the fall until
well after they emerge from the den in
spring. In early July, berries and other soft
fruits start to become available and adult
bears begin to gain weight. When food is
abundant, bears can gain up to 1 kg per day
and can double their weight by fall.

well-developed muscle
mass on top of head

Most black bears in Ontario have a black coat
colour though a small proportion (probably less
than five percent) are dark brown to light
brown.

t

Distinguishing Age and Sex Classes
The following are general descriptions of bear
age and sex classes:
• Adult male bears have heavily muscled necks,
shoulders and forelimbs, and have well developed
muscle masses on top of their heads. Males also
have broad snouts and their ears appear to be
small because of the size of the head. If a male
bear stands up and faces you, it is generally easy to
see the penis. If you observe a male bear in a side
view, long hairs hanging down from the penis can be
seen in front of his thigh as he walks.

t

broad snout
well-muscled neck
and shoulders
ears appear smaller

t

t

Adult male

well-muscled forelimbs

t

well-developed
muscle mass
on top of head

t

t

t
long hairs visible from side
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• Adult females are more slightly built than adult
males; they have small necks and have smaller
frames. If a female bear stands up and faces you,
it is generally easy to see the nipples. In
females, the long hairs that hang
down from the vulva can be seen
from behind as she walks.
• Cubs of the year weigh about five
kg by late June (the size of a small
house cat). They grow to 15 to
30 kg (35 to 65 lbs.) by fall.
• Yearlings weigh 20 to 30 kg by late June
(45 to 65 lbs., similar to a medium sized
dog).

narrow snout

t

Adult female

smaller neck and frame

t

t

long hairs visible from back
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Distribution and Habitat
Black bears are found throughout most of Ontario, from close to Lake Ontario in the south to
the Hudson Bay coast in the north, though they are more sparsely distributed in the far north.
Throughout most of this range, the bears have free access to neighbouring areas, however the
bears on the Bruce Peninsula seem to be isolated from the black bears found east of Georgian
Bay.
The highest densities of bears in Ontario (more than 60 bears for every 100 square km of
land) are found in areas such as the Chapleau Crown Game Preserve and Algonquin
Provincial Park, where bears are protected from hunting. By comparison, in parts of the
province where bears are hunted, the highest densities recorded are closer to 40 bears per
100 square km. The highest potential population growth rates are reached in the Great LakesSt. Lawrence forest zone of central Ontario where bears have access to hard mast (acorns and
beechnuts) in fall.
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Unlike brown bears (grizzly bears) and polar bears, black bears are primarily inhabitants of
forested areas where they are best able to meet their needs for cover, food, and security from
predators (including other bears).
Black bears have well developed navigational abilities, though the specific mechanisms that
they use are unknown. Bears use their navigational skills in summer and fall when they may
migrate more than 100 km to blueberry patches, or to oak and beech stands. Apart from
seasonal migrations, home ranges of adult female bears average 15 to 25 square km. Home
ranges of adult males can be 10 times the size of female home ranges. Neither sex is believed
to be territorial, and the home ranges of many bears can overlap.

Foods Eaten
Bears have a keen sense of smell that enables them to locate food sources, including many
that are not obvious to humans. Black bears are omnivores (they eat both plants and animals),
but the bulk of their diet is plant material.
Generally, bears are opportunists. Their preferred foods are most abundant in
uneven-aged mixed coniferous/deciduous forests that contain numerous shrub species. They
consume a variety of food items as they become available throughout the year.
• In spring, bears feed on willow catkins, grasses, dandelions, clover, and aspen leaves.
Leaves and flowers are preferred when they are highest in protein content (shortly
after leaf burst or flowering), before the cell walls build up lignin and cellulose and
become more difficult to digest. Important sources of protein in the spring may include
newborn moose calves or deer fawns, or spawning suckers.
• In summer, ant colonies provide major protein sources, as do nests of bumblebees and
wasps that are excavated and eaten. Berries and other soft fruits are eaten as they
become available throughout the summer. These include fruits of various currants,
wild sarsaparilla, dogwoods, strawberries, raspberries, pin and chokecherries,
blueberries, and bristly sarsaparilla.
• In fall, hazelnuts, mountain ash, acorns and beechnuts are favoured foods.

Food Availability
Items eaten in spring are generally predictable in timing of availability and do not vary
greatly in abundance from one year to another. Nevertheless, many bears lose weight while
feeding on these foods. At best, bears will maintain their weight in the spring.
Summer and fall food items vary greatly in timing of availability and in abundance from one
year to another. For example, blueberries can vary from less than 10 kg per hectare to more
than 1000 kg per hectare. Bears can double their body weight in years when fruits are
abundant. It is the abundance of summer and fall foods that has the greatest effect on survival
and on the proportion of adult females that reproduce successfully.
The potential for nuisance bear activity increases in years when berry crops fail and the
animals search for alternate food sources. The behaviour may also be apparent the following
spring when animals emerge from their dens in poor condition. Survival of the current year’s
cubs can be low following berry crop failure, and few females will produce cubs the
following year.
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Berry crop failure may occur as a result of a late spring frost that kills blossoms (usually in
early June), or a summer drought that causes the berries to shrivel (generally in July or
August).

Life History
Mating
Mating generally occurs in June and July. After mating, fertilized eggs do not implant in the
wall of the uterus immediately. The fertilized egg undergoes a few cell divisions and
development stops until the female is ready to enter her den (typically mid to late October).
At that time, if the female has attained a body weight of at least 70 kg then implantation
occurs and the active gestation of about 60 days begins. If pregnant females do not gain
enough weight in summer and fall then implantation does not occur and the female’s body
absorbs the fertilized eggs. Because there is a long delay between conception and active fetal
development (known as delayed implantation), the mating season is not focused in a short
time period as it is for other wildlife such as moose.
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Although the mating season may span two months, an individual female is in estrus (ready to
ovulate, receptive to males, and able to become pregnant) for fewer than five days. During
that five day period a male will consort with her and the pair may mate several times. The
male will also attempt to keep other males away from the female.
During the two-month mating season, male black bears travel extensively searching for
receptive females and often fight vigorously for mating opportunities. After the breeding
season ends, most large males have recent wounds and scars on their heads and elsewhere on
the body.
Genetic research conducted as part of the MNR’s studies near Chapleau showed that cubs
from the same litter may have different fathers, and that males may father cubs in more than
one litter in a single year. It is likely that larger, older males are more successful in obtaining
mating opportunities.

Birth
Cubs are born while their mother is in her den, generally in early January but occasionally as
late as early February. The timing of birth depends upon when the female enters the den. If
the female enters the den late (perhaps in response to abundant fall foods) then the cubs are
born later.
Newborn cubs weigh 200 to 300 grams, which is less than 1/300th of the mother’s weight. In
contrast, newborn humans weigh about 1/15th of the mother’s weight.
Cubs grow rapidly on milk that has higher fat and protein contents than human or cow’s milk.
By six weeks of age, cubs weigh 2 to 3 kg (4 to 7 lbs.). By the time the family leaves the den
in late April or early May, the cubs weigh 4 to 5 kg (about 10 lbs.).
Litter size varies from one to four cubs in Ontario, with most litters having either two or three
cubs (average litter size is 2.4).

Reproductive Output and Offspring Survival
Female black bears in Ontario may produce their first litter when they are five years old, but
the average age of first reproduction is about six in central Ontario and seven in northern
Ontario.
Cubs stay with their mother throughout the year of birth and den with her the following fall.
Females with cubs of the year may become nuisances in late June when the nutritional
demands of milk production peak and the berry crop is not yet ripe.
The family group breaks up the following May or June when the cubs (now yearlings) are
17 to 18 months old.
The time at which a female parts from her 18 month-old offspring is the point in her
reproductive cycle at which she is in the poorest condition. Her need to gain enough weight
to reproduce successfully may make her more likely to become a nuisance at this point.
Following family break-up, a new breeding cycle begins as the adult female prepares to
ovulate, and becomes receptive to males again. Therefore, female black bears cannot breed
successfully more than once every two years.
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In the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence forest zone, most females are able to produce litters every
second year. However, in the Boreal forest where food is less abundant and food failure
events are more common, most females cannot produce cubs every second year. In this
region, the interval between litters is often three or four years.
In central Ontario about 75 percent of cubs survive their first year, and about 75 percent of
yearlings survive to two years. By comparison, in northern Ontario only about 50 percent of
cubs survive to one year old, and about 50 percent of yearlings survive to two years.

Seasonal Patterns
• Emergence from den: In most years black bears emerge from their winter dens from mid
to late-April in central Ontario and between mid-April and early May in northern Ontario,
though they may emerge sooner in early springs.
Typically, adult males are the first to emerge, followed by sub-adult males and females,
females accompanied by yearlings, and finally, females with cubs of the year.
Adult males often wander considerably at this time and will feed on winter-killed moose
and deer.
Family groups, especially females with cubs of the year, often spend a week or longer in
the immediate vicinity of the den after emerging in the spring.
In the fall, pregnant females often plan for the following spring by choosing den sites that
have large trees (more than 25 cm diameter) within 30 m of the den. These large trees are
referred to as ‘sanctuary trees’ and are typically white pines in central Ontario and white
spruce or cedars in northern Ontario. Sanctuary trees function as escape cover for the young
cubs in the period after the family emerges from the den, and adult females will cache their
cubs in such trees while foraging.
• In early spring, black bears frequent openings in the forest and road edges where new
green vegetation first appears. Later they may travel to streams to feed on spawning white
suckers. Bears are also frequently found along roadsides where they bend down young trees
to strip the new leaves from the branches. After aspen leaves emerge, black bears may be
found high in mature trees feeding on the new leaves.
• Early summer: From den emergence to early July adult female black bears have a home
range of about 20 to 25 square km. In spring and summer, black bears are generally active
from about an hour before sunrise to about an hour after sunset. On hot afternoons bears are
often found near water bodies.
• Summer/Early Fall: In northern Ontario, the timing of seasonal movements by black bears
is closely linked to the availability of blueberries. If fruits are available early the bears leave
their home ranges early and, if fruits ripen late, the bears delay their foraging trips.
Black bears appear to sample the blueberries available in their home range and then move
to patches with more berries when fruits are mature. In most years bears begin to leave their
spring range in early July and travel in search of blueberry patches. Blueberry patches are
often found in regenerating jack pine plantations. Old burns are also visited. Bears studied
near Chapleau travelled an average of about 50 km to good blueberry patches, though some
females travelled as far as 100 km.
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In central Ontario and parts of northwestern Ontario foraging trips by black bears are
linked to the availability of acorns or beechnuts. Thus, seasonal movements in central
Ontario are more likely to occur in fall than in summer. In years when major food crops
fail, black bears wander more widely and can remain away from their spring ranges for
three to four months.
• By early September most bears in northern Ontario return to the home range used in
spring and early summer and begin to search for a suitable den site. They feed on hazelnuts
and mountain ash fruits if available, but also frequent road edges where they feed on fall
growth of grasses and clovers.
• By mid-October most bears will have selected a site and be in the process of constructing
a den, though they will continue to forage as long as food is available. As the days shorten,
their daily cycle of activity slows and they are often not active until mid-morning.
Pregnant females are the first bears to enter their dens, followed by females accompanied
by cubs of the year, subadults, and finally adult males.
In most years all bears, except perhaps for adult males, will be in their dens by early
November and will not leave their dens until the following spring. Actual timing of entry
into dens appears to be influenced by a variety of environmental cues including availability
of food, change in day length, and snow cover. Of these, the most important cue is food
availability and in years when mountain ash fruit is available in northern Ontario, bears
will enter their dens two to three weeks later than in other years.

Interactions with Humans
Interactions between humans and black bears are most likely to occur near what a bear
identifies as a food source. The frequency of such encounters depends on a number of
factors:
• how much natural food is currently available to bears
• how much natural food was available to bears in the previous summer and fall
• the proportion of the bear population that consists of yearling and two-year-old bears
(which will peak one or two years following highly successful reproductive years).
Yearlings and two-year-olds wander widely as they disperse from the area where they
were born. They are often unwary and naive and are more likely to come into contact
with humans.
• whether bears have ready access to human garbage
• availability of agricultural and horticultural crops
• seasonal human behaviour that brings people into contact with bears
(e.g. encounters will increase when people begin to arrive at cottages and
campgrounds).
In the majority of situations, black bears pose no threat to humans, but there are several
factors that may affect perceived or real dangers in those situations.
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At dumps: Many people encounter bears at local dumps or landfills where bears congregate
around the high energy food source. In such situations, bears have well developed dominance
hierarchies and have few aggressive encounters among themselves other than noisy displays.
Bears at dumps seldom pose any threat to humans unless people attempt to feed bears by
hand, or approach too closely while trying to photograph animals.
Along Roadsides: Bears encountered along roadsides may quickly become ‘panhandlers’ if
they are fed by passing motorists. In these cases the bears may lose their fear of humans, and
people have been bitten or scratched while attempting to feed panhandling bears.
Wilderness situations: People may also encounter bears along trails or in other wilderness
situations, but close encounters are most likely to occur near potential food sources.

When a Bear Becomes a Nuisance
Not all black bears encountered by humans are nuisances. We consider a nuisance bear to be
one that poses an immediate threat to human safety or one that has developed a pattern of
behaviour that makes it a long term risk to safety or property.
In all situations where bears are perceived as a nuisance, the objectives should be to first
eliminate risks to human safety and then to minimize the risks to the animal(s). The following
section is intended to assist in the decision making process and in the development of
response plans.

Responses to Nuisance Bears
Some nuisance bear complaints require direct action and some do not.

No Action Required
Complaints that do not require direct intervention generally include simple sightings, and
reports of bears raiding garbage, bird feeders, compost, barbecues, and livestock forage. In
these cases, always review the situation, ensure there is no danger to humans, caution the
complainant to avoid contact with the animal, and provide advice on how to avoid recurrence
of the problem.
Taking no direct action is a viable option for some nuisance bear complaints, particularly
those that are simply reported sightings or that are related to a specific attractant
(e.g. garbage) in a specific location. In such cases personnel should be prepared to provide an
assessment of the situation and to put forward suggestions to assist in remedying the problem.
Once an attractant is removed, bears will generally return a couple of times searching for
food and will then likely exclude the area from their foraging excursions. Municipalities,
businesses, and rural inhabitants that use bear-proof garbage bins will greatly reduce the
number of nuisance bear problems, as will urban inhabitants who keep their garbage indoors
until scheduled garbage collection.
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Action Required
Complaints requiring direct intervention include such things as a bear doing damage to
property with no attractants (source of food) present, a bear in a tree in an urban area with
many people around, a bear breaking into a home, or persistent bear sightings in areas where
there is potential for dangerous interaction with humans (e.g. a school yard).
When intervening in response to a nuisance bear report there are essentially three courses of
action to consider:
• harass the bear(s) or otherwise attempt to stop the behaviour with deterrents
• capture and relocate the bear(s)
• kill the bear(s).
The option you choose will partly depend on the nuisance behaviour being exhibited and on
the age, sex, and past history of the animal(s). The choice will also depend on the
circumstances, the alternative courses of action available, and their associated risks to
humans as well as the bear(s). For example, under some circumstances chemical
immobilization may present a risk to the animal’s welfare. In such a case, if waiting for the
bear to leave is an option then a capture should not be attempted, but if the alternative is to
kill the bear, then capture may be a viable option despite the risk to the animal.
Personnel involved in nuisance bear management need to develop procedures on how to deal
with the animals under different situations to ensure that problems are solved quickly, safely,
and humanely.

Harassment and Deterrents
Deterrents may be of some use when dealing with a recurring problem when attractants are
no longer present. Light, sound (e.g. air horns, cracker shells), electric fencing, and nonlethal projectiles (e.g. rubber bullets, bean bags) are some examples of deterrents.
Deterrents have not been the method of choice in responding to nuisance bears in Ontario.
However, the low success rate of black bear relocation is encouraging managers to seek out
other humane alternatives. Deterrents will likely be most effective in conditioning animals
that have not become habituated to humans and human based food sources. A combination of
non-lethal projectiles and specially trained dogs has been used successfully to modify the
behaviour of nuisance bears in the U.S.A. and in British Columbia. In these cases trained
personnel are available around-the-clock to respond and harass individual bears that encroach
upon areas used by people.
An animal that persists in visiting an area after attractants have been removed may be
encouraged not to return by the use of bright lights and alarms triggered by motion sensors.
This method is readily available to the public. However, in some cases (e.g. females with
cubs feeding in a local garden, bold animals at public landfills) the situation may require
more aggressive methods and properly trained personnel.
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Rubber bullets and noisemakers of several different types are available without any permits
other than those required to purchase ammunition. Many of these non-lethal projectiles can
be fired from a 12-gauge shotgun. All deterrents should be designed and employed to frighten
and/or inflict some pain on the animal without causing serious injury. Pepper spray should be
regarded as a form of defence and not as a deterrent. While it may be effective when directed
into an animal’s face, the residue on the ground may actually be an attractant.

Trap or Immobilize, and Relocate
Trapping
Trapping should be reserved for serious nuisance bear complaints where no attractants are
present, when attractants have been removed for some time, or when there is a high risk of
human injury. Most nuisance bears can be trapped. Trapping success is generally dependent
upon finding the bait most palatable to the bear in question, though most bears are attracted to
most bait. Removal of all other attractants in the vicinity of the trap will increase the
effectiveness of the trap.
Traps should be large enough for big bears to enter, and designed to prevent injury to the
animals. Make sure there are no wires or cables within reach of captured bears. Only traps
specifically designed to maximize human and animal safety should be used. Generally, traps
should not be set for females with cubs, though it is not always possible to identify the
animals in advance. If a cub is caught alone, the female may guard the trap, which creates a
potentially dangerous situation. If it is absolutely necessary to set a trap for a family unit,
personnel with immobilization training should be available in case a cub or yearling is
trapped and the female cannot be quickly captured in another trap.
Chemical Immobilization
Chemical immobilization (i.e. drugging) of free-ranging bears is rarely necessary and should
be restricted to situations where public safety is a concern (and will not be compromised by
an immobilization attempt) or when the animal is contained in a relatively small area
(e.g. cornered in an alley, female guarding a cub in a trap). The decision to use drugs to
immobilize a bear should include consideration of several factors.
Dart rifles have the ability to fire a dart at a velocity sufficient to kill, or to inflict serious
injury upon targeted animals and human bystanders. Furthermore, some immobilization drugs
are potentially lethal to animals and humans. Individuals loading drugs into darts, and
attempting to dart animals must be aware of the danger to themselves, and to people and
animals in the vicinity.
If a bear is darted while on the ground, it may run from the area prior to becoming
immobilized, making searching for it potentially difficult and dangerous. A darted bear may
also become confused and aggressive before the drug takes effect, which may pose a threat to
people in the area. Do not drug an animal if there is a possibility that the animal may leave
the immediate area before the drugs take effect.
In the event that a female is trapped without her cubs, administer drugs to the cubs with a jabstick or a low-velocity dart fired from a blowpipe, or use a catch-pole to capture cubs on the
ground or in a tree. A rapid capture of cubs is essential to permit the cubs to accompany the
female during transport. Do not dart cubs with a rifle.
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Often young bears wander into urban or semi-urban areas and seek safety in a tree when
faced with a potential threat (e.g. humans or dogs). Young bears (yearlings and two-yearolds) are unlikely to pose a public safety concern. They are small animals and generally quite
timid, although curious. If possible these animals should be given the opportunity to come
down from the tree and leave the area.
If it is determined that immediate action is required, the animal can be immobilized or
destroyed. However, a bear in a tree offers a poor target for a humane kill and discharging a
firearm in an urban area involves serious public safety concerns, and may violate municipal
by-laws. Although immobilization is an option, animals often suffer from serious injuries
obtained from the resulting fall. If cubs are immobilized in a tree, a net should be prepared to
catch them in the event that they fall out of the tree when the drugs take effect.
Relocation
Relocation as a nuisance bear management tool has been shown to have variable degrees of
success. Although approximately 70 percent of juvenile males can be successfully relocated,
success is 40 percent for juvenile females and 20 percent for adult bears of either sex.
Increasing the relocation distance is unlikely to increase the relocation success of adult bears;
they commonly return home from distances up to 200 km and may travel at a rate of more
than 18 km per day.
It is difficult to determine how many animals repeat their nuisance behaviour after a
relocation experience. Repeated nuisance behaviour was confirmed in 24 percent of bears
that were studied near Sudbury. Based on information from ear-tagged animals in Chapleau,
Parry Sound, and Sudbury, the number of repeat offenders lies between 10 percent and 60
percent.
Because of the perceived danger to the public posed by adult male bears, they should be
relocated as far as possible from the capture site and from other populated areas.
Relocated bears rarely remain near the release site. Adult females will begin to make their
way home shortly (within hours) after release. Adult females are very persistent in returning
to their original range, and will return even if relocated with cubs. If a lactating female is
captured without her cubs, she should be released near the capture site if it does not pose a
threat to human safety.
If cubs are captured after the mother has been relocated they should not be relocated to the
mother’s release site. Local MNR offices can provide advice on handling orphaned cubs. In
some cases the mother may return to the capture site to find them.
Juvenile bears (less than four years old) should be relocated a minimum of 60 km (straight
line) from the capture area. Female black bears tend to remain near their birth site throughout
their life, so juvenile females (like adult females) are likely to return to the capture area.
Juvenile males generally disperse from their mother’s home range naturally, which accounts
for their low return rate following relocation.
In all relocations, ensure that there are no populated areas between the capture and the release
sites.

13
NEST TN-017

Nuisance Black Bears and What to do With Them

Trapping bears near dumps to relocate them involves moving them away from a reliable
source of human food. This has the potential to create a more serious problem as these bears
seek out alternative sources of human foods in another area. It is illegal to trap bears within
400 metres of a waste disposal site (WilPo.3.1.1) for the purposeof protecting property.
Note: The risk to bears associated with trapping or darting should always be viewed as
acceptable when the only other option is killing an animal.

Killing Nuisance Bears
There are situations when killing a nuisance bear is the most reasonable option. The most
critical situation is when there is an immediate danger to public safety and no other option is
readily available.
Bears that break into occupied residences should be destroyed. Such behaviour demonstrates
both a lack of fear of humans and the determination necessary to get into a home, and the
animal is likely a threat to public safety. This does not apply to bears breaking into rarely
used remote cottages or into poorly constructed outbuildings containing attractants
(e.g. trapper’s bait, fish remains, livestock feed).
Mature bears repeatedly preying upon livestock should also be destroyed. It is unlikely that
any form of deterrence will work once the animal has discovered this food source. After the
offending animal has been killed, proper measures must be taken to protect livestock from
other bears in the area. Electric fencing has been shown to be effective in deterring bears
from livestock and bee hives.

Target area for killing black bear
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If the decision has
been made to kill a
nuisance animal and the bear is not posing an immediate threat to public safety, it may be
possible to trap or immobilize the animal to minimize the likelihood of injury to humans and
to the bear. Once trapped or sedated, the animal can be destroyed quickly and humanely.
Target areas include heart and lungs (see figures above and opposite). The front of the head is
not as good a target as the skull is very thick. The best choice of firearm is a 12-gauge
shotgun with slugs. Slugs are effective up to 100 m and are the best ammunition for a quick
and humane kill, unless there is a concern about ricochet. Where ricochet is a concern, we
recommend DBL00 or SSG shells for shorter range use and optimum pattern. A rifle of a
calibre commonly used to hunt big game (e.g. .308, .30-06, or .300 MAG) is effective but
poses greater risk and should not be used in built up areas. The minimum recommended for a
handgun is a .357 magnum and jacketed soft point bullets. A standard police issue .40 calibre
handgun is inadequate to kill a black bear. Full jacketed, round-nose, or hollow point
ammunition should never be used to shoot a bear, as they are ineffective on large-boned,
thick-skinned animals and pose a greater risk of ricochet.
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Legislation, Regulations and MNR’s
Involvement in Responding to Nuisance Black Bears
Historically, the MNR responded directly to nuisance bear complaints in the province. Under
the policy on the Management of Nuisance Bears (WilPo.3.1.2), the MNR is committed to
move towards eliminating its direct involvement in nuisance bear management. The MNR
will retain its roles as a regulator, facilitator, educator, and advisor, and will attempt to
maintain a core competency in nuisance bear control so that it may provide emergency
assistance to local police and bear control agents. The MNR’s role involves public education,
and the authorizing, monitoring, training, and arrangement of training of bear control agents.

Harassment
The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act (the Act) allows a person, or an agent authorized by
MNR, to protect their property from nuisance bears by harassing the animal, provided that
they do not cause unnecessary suffering.

Trapping
Only agents authorized by the MNR may trap and relocate nuisance black bears. A specific
authorization and an agreement detailing the conditions of the authorization are required to
live trap nuisance bears in protection of property (see WilPp.3.2.2 on Authorization of Agents
to Live Trap Nuisance Black Bears). Municipalities may use their own animal control staff (if
authorized by MNR) or contract with a bear control agent to supply live bear trapping
services to the municipality. When contracting for these services, municipalities should
indicate in their standard agreements that only agents authorized by the MNR may operate a
bear live trapping program.

Chemical Immobilization (drugging)
MNR requires that all MNR personnel involved in the chemical immobilization of bears be
trained to the standards of the Canadian Association of Zoo and Wildlife Veterinarians
(CAZWV). We recommend that contractors be trained to the same standards. The MNR has
sponsored CAZWV immobilization courses in the past, and may continue to if there is a
need.
Regardless of the level of training or experience, the MNR cannot supply immobilization
drugs to non-MNR staff. Local veterinarians will have their own criteria by which they will
dispense immobilization drugs, and contractors are advised to contact them directly for
information. Conditions may include the need to contact local police regarding the storage of
drugs. The MNR can provide a list of suppliers to contractors who wish to acquire their own
darting equipment.
In the event that chemical immobilization of bears is required and if there is no other
qualified person available who has access to immobilization drugs, MNR staff may provide
this service at the discretion of the District Manager.
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Killing
When dealing with persistent nuisance bears, bears are only killed when there is no other
recourse, as this option presents a number of dangers to the public. The Act and the
Management of Nuisance Bears policy (WilPo.3.1.2) allow a person, an agent prescribed by
regulation (e.g. a licensed trapper), or an agent authorized by MNR, to protect their property
from nuisance bears by killing the animal, without causing unnecessary suffering. Under the
Act, a person who kills a bear to protect property must immediately report the killing to the
district office of the MNR. The responsibility of reporting lies with the person who kills the
bear, whether they are the property owner or an authorized agent. In addition to the Act,
many municipalities and townships have by-laws concerning the discharge of firearms. It is
the responsibility of the property owner or the authorized agent to become aware of the
requirements of the Act and other special laws or regulations, by checking with the police
and the municipality or township, or with MNR.

Conclusions
The first priority in any human/bear interaction is human safety. Once it has been determined
that human safety is ensured, the priority should be to maximize the safety of the bear. In
order of preference, the effective steps in dealing with nuisance black bears are:
1) Prevention: eliminate attractants (food sources), use bear proof garbage containers.
2) Avoidance: if attractants are absent, it is likely that the bear will depart if left alone.
3) Deterrence / Harassment: encouraging the bear to leave on its own.
4) Capture and Relocation: forced removal of the bear.
5) Killing the bear.
People and agencies involved in one or more of the steps outlined above should have a
response plan that includes as many options as possible. When more than one individual or
agency is involved, there should be prior agreement on a coordinated response.
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